

















Time worked with BizTalk

4 years. Mainly with 2006 and 2004 with a
little bit of 2002

Where do | work?

| work for a Edenbrook (http://www.eden-
brook.co.uk) who are a Microsoft Gold
Partner where | am part of the Enterprise
Solutions Practice as the Microsoft Business
Process & Integration Capability Leader.
On a day to day basis | provide consultancy
services to projects mainly based around
BizTalk. As capability leader for BPI | am
interested in the technologies and partner
offerings which combine to make up the
Microsoft BPM suite. I'm also interested in
raising awareness of Edenbrook amongst
people within the BizTalk community and
we have recently hosted a session of the UK
BizTalk User Group.

Background

My back ground is that | have recently
turned 30, and live in Newcastle Upon Tyne
in the UK. | have worked in the IT industry
for approximately 8 years and the last 2
with Edenbrook.

My Favorite thing about BizTalk

My favourite thing about BizTalk the
opportunities it provides to allow you to be
creative in customizing or extending what
comes out of the box. Now this might not
be the most obvious answer but when you
think about it BizTalk is a big product and
we all find at some point there is something
we wish it did out of the box but it doesn't.

What is really good about BizTalk is that
you have the obvious custom adapters and
pipeline components which you can create,
but also if you are prepared to do a little bit
of experimentation and play around with
some of the undocumented assemblies

you find you can do some really cool stuff.

| think this is one of the key reasons why
there are a number of good tools and so
many good blogs within the BizTalk com-
munity. This should provide good feedback
for Microsoft on what they should include
in future versions of BizTalk.

5 Things id like in BizTalk vNext

| have tried to pick some which most peo-
ple will want, and maybe some less obvious
things which would be useful for future ver-
sions so, The things id like to see in BizTalk
vNext are:

1. BizTalk Project files to support MsBuild

It is a real pain when doing a build pro-
cess that the BizTalk project files do not
support MsBuild. It would be nice to
have the ability to hook into the differ-
ent build events and also currently when
you want to do things such as apply ver-
sioning based on a TFS or Cruise Control
build label you need to do a different
task for .net and BizTalk projects as they
need to be done in a different way.

2. Simplified message construction

Im sure most people will ask for this, but
in lots of cases you just want to create

a blank message based on your schema
especially if the schema is simple. There
are a number of techniques you can use
but | think if there was something like a
build in function which you could use to
swap between an instance of your mes-
sage and an instance of a class which
represented your schema this would be
cool as you could create an instance of
your class, set properties and then in

a message assignment shape set your
message to the result of the magic new
function which you called and passed

in as a parameter your class instance.

The key points are you want to be able
to create the message easily and also
know at compile time if the schema has
changed which means your construction
code is now incorrect.

. Low Latency

Sometimes you have a requirement of
where the latency of going through
the message box can be a problem. It
would be great if there was a magic
new host type which could let you skip
the hits to the message box. Maybe

it did something like make a remoting
call to the subscriber hosts or executed
the whole process on the receive host.
Im not really sure how best this would
work but just having the option would
be handy.

. SSO for config

There are samples which show you how
to use SSO as a store for custom config
settings. | would like this to be out of
the box functionality with easy to use
configuration from the admin console
and an easy to use build task or deploy-
ment option to help you use the feature.
Maybe there could be a configuration
per application.

. Per environment bindings

It's a big pain when you have to move
your application between environments
because the endpoints and credentials
change. It is nice to be able to add
binding files as resources etc, but what
isn't so great is that you then have to
manage all of these settings and they
always end up being wrong. There are
some community tools but it would be
nice if something was in the next ver-
sion which would offer a good process
and solution to this problem.




